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· National and International Distinguished Guests

· Ladies and Gentlemen

1- The National Assembly of the Kingdom of Cambodia has had the great honor during its two-year term of office of receiving the unstinting and strong support from APA member countries, observers and partner organizations for hosting the 8thPlenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly in Phnom Penh and the 9thPlenary Session in Siem Reap, the city of wonder and home to the world-famous cultural heritage of Asia.

2- I would like to take this terrific opportunity to express my deepest compliments and most profound gratitude to His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath NORODOM SIHAMONI, King of Cambodia, who is delighted to send a most meaningful royal message to the 9thPlenary Session of APA.

3- On behalf of the Cambodian parliament and the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), I would like to extend my warmest welcome to Samdech VibolSenaPheakdei SAY CHHUM, President of the Senate, Samdech AkkaMohaSenaPadeiTecho HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, as well as honorable APA delegates for gracing the 9thPlenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly with your great presence here today.  We are delighted with the esteemed presence of the top leaders of the Kingdom of Cambodia in this event, which is atestimony and reflection of the firm support and common vision of the APA in promoting peace, stability, development and prosperity for Asian nations.

4- I would like to highly evaluate the profoundly meaningful addresses delivered by SamdechVibol Sena Pheakdei SAY CHHUM, President of the Senate, Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo HUN SEN, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and Honorable Dr. Nguon Nhel, Chairman of the Organizing Committee of the 9th APA plenary session, as well as the representative of the APA secretary general, which have unequivocally reflected your strong will, determination and active contribution towards accomplishing our common aspirations.

Samdech, Honorable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen

5- This historic gathering among parliaments from Asian countries today has shown the world our common will in building a more harmonious Asian region and settling conflicts through peaceful means based on the principles of peaceful coexistence and mutual respects.

6- Our Asian vision will not be achieved by the parliament of the Kingdom of Cambodia alone without closer cooperation among APA member parliaments at both bilateral and multilateral levels. The Cambodian parliament is honored to continue further cooperation with parliaments from countries in the region and the world so as to jointly build a peaceful society and attain sustainable development aimed at bringing prosperity and dignity to the people.

7- In actual fact, ending wars is a huge and hard task facing us, but maintaining and ensuring peace, particularly strengthening the culture of peace, is a more serious difficult duty to be fulfilled before we could achieve complete sustainable development. To this end, we commit ourselves to redoubling our utmost concerted efforts to preserve these   to which peace and development strike root.

8- In this emerging context of global development, the expansion of world powers’ influences and protracted wars which are breaking out in some countries have claimed so many lives and resulted in huge amounts of property damage, exacerbating refugee crises and terrorism that pose a grave threat to regional and global security and stability.

9- In addition, our world is currently facing many colossal issues, including the uncertainty of global economic growth, climate change and growing natural disasters which are the major hindrances to stability, security and peace, especially hamper development inall countries in the region and the world.  

10- These have stressed the need to further strengthening international cooperation at all levels aimed at addressing the issues facing us with the goal of ensuring sustainable development, stability, security, peace and harmony in our societies.

11- Therefore, our efforts to bolster international cooperation among countries and nations are indispensable which require legislatures in each country to effectively fulfill their core roles with the strong sense of responsibility in establishing legal frameworks and giving ratification to some instruments voicing support to governments’ policies in the maintenance of peace and speeding up development.

12- In this sense, the 9thPlenary Session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly offers a great opportunity for us to discuss some more issues, exchange views and synthesize our conception, especially to materialize a long-term vision with conscience in order to use as a road-map for future broader and in-depth cooperation.

13- To achieve the APA vision, we need to further strengthen and deepen our cooperation at both bilateral and multilateral levels, including the full and effective implementation of agreements, MOUs and other legal instruments in place, mainly the implementation of the resolutions passed by APA plenary sessions.  

Honorable Members, Ladies and Gentlemen

14- In the context of globalization, all countries inevitably experience the arising of risky impacts and eventualities, especially countries which have shared geographies and economies. Key to tackling these challenges is only made through multinational legislative cooperation which is used as an effective central means for the promotion of peace and development in the region.

15- I firmly hope our plenary session will proceed smoothly in an atmosphere of friendship, fraternity and good cooperation, while a whole host of issues will be raised for discussions and consultations based on the common spirit of our Asian nations.

16- Lastly, I wish to encourage the representatives from APA member parliaments who are present here to further share views and good experience that build on realizing the ultimate aspiration of our nations in Asia.

I hereby would like to declare the 9th plenary session of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly open.

Thank you very much.

